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 ReefDoctor now uses solar power!  

After the purchase of 3 new solar ovens most of ReefDoctor’s food is now cooked using solar 

power. The solar ovens were purchased from ADES, a Swiss organization looking to increase 

the use of solar power in Madagascar. The ovens expand the options for cooking; bread and 

cakes can now be baked alongside the traditional Malagasy meals of rice and beans. Charcoal 

is used for cooking here in S.W Madagascar and looking for an alternative is important as 

deforestation is a huge threat to the environment. Deforestation in Madagascar is destroying 

many endemic habitats, scarring the landscape and leaving the land vulnerable to large scale 

soil erosion; the majority of this deforestation is for fire wood and charcoal. After recipe 

experimentation, ReefDoctor plan to show the ovens to the people in the village, through the 

Women’s Association, and it is hoped that people will want to buy the ovens. ReefDoctor will 

also help with loans for the purchase. Although it is recognized that the ovens cannot replace 

charcoal completely (they cannot be used to cook breakfast for instance), ADES say that 

charcoal usage can be reduced by half.  We hope that by reducing our demand for charcoal we 

are helping the environment in a small way and also leading by example. Old habits are hard to 

change and charcoal has been used here for cooking for centuries. Through adoption by our 

Malagasy cook and her family for their food as well as ours we aim to inspire confidence in the 

new technology for other villagers. 

Photos show the 2 different styles of 
solar ovens now in use by        

ReefDoctor and staff. 


